
Session I: INTRODUCTION - h. 15.30-16.15
Maurizio BETTINI (University of Siena – Director of the AMA Centre)
Greetings and Welcome
Manuela GIORDANO (University of Siena), Laura LULLI (University of L’Aquila), Riccardo PALMISCIANO
(University "L'Orientale" of Naples): Rethinking Orality: the Project
Manuela GIORDANO: Tracing the Map: Open Questions 
 
Session II: NEUROSCIENCE DIALOGUES WITH CLASSICS - h.16.15 
Chair: Giovanni MANETTI (University of Siena)

Uri HASSON (Princeton University): Using Deep Neural Networks as Cognitive Models for How Brains Act in the
Natural World  
17.15-17.45 Coffee Break
Peter MEINECK (New York University): Orality’s Theory of Mind: Emotions, Empathy, Prediction and Performance

Session III: CLASSICS DIALOGUES WITH NEUROSCIENCE. FROM HOMER TO ROME - h.09.00 
Chair: Marco BETTALLI (University of Siena)

Manuela GIORDANO (University of Siena): Stop the Clear-voiced Lyre: Empathy and Simulation  from Homer to
Neuroscience
Margalit FINKELBERG (Tel Aviv University): ‘A Literate Oral Society’: Orality and Literacy in Classical Athens 
Maurizio BETTINI (University of Siena): Solemn Words. Ritual Performance in Roman Ancient Courts
Coffee-Break 11.15-11.30 

Session IV: COMPARING THE MAPS - h. 11.30 
Chair: Cristiano VIGLIETTI (University of Siena)
ROUND TABLE - the speakers discuss with: Simone BETA (University of Siena), Andrea ERCOLANI (CNR), Laura LULLI
(University of L'Aquila), Riccardo PALMISCIANO (University "L'Orientale" of Naples), Livio SBARDELLA (University of
L’Aquila)

Wednesday 20th October 2021 
AUDITORIUM SANTA CHIARA LAB (Via Val di Montone 1, Siena)AUDITORIUM SANTA CHIARA LAB (Via Val di Montone 1, Siena)AUDITORIUM SANTA CHIARA LAB (Via Val di Montone 1, Siena)

Thursday 21th October 2021 

RETHINKING Orality and Literacy 

 From Homer to Neuroscience
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International Conference 
UNIVERSITY OF SIENA DFCLAM - AMA 

SCIENTIFIC BOARD: Maurizio BETTINI (University of Siena), Andrea ERCOLANI (CNR), Manuela GIORDANO (University of Siena), Laura
LULLI (University of L’Aquila), Riccardo PALMISCIANO (University "L'Orientale" of Naples), Livio SBARDELLA (University of L’Aquila)

ORGANISERS: Maurizio BETTINI (University of Siena) - Manuela GIORDANO (University of Siena)

ORGANISING COMMITTEE: Adriana ROMALDO, Eleonora PISCHEDDA, Eleonora SELVI  
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