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The Chair offers a w

ider reading of the problem
s of Italian 

m
odernization on a m

ulti-disciplinary and com
parative level 

that highlights the different political, econom
ic and social 

dim
ensions w

hich thereby resulted in  Italy’s m
ost 

prosperous era of m
odernization after the Second W

orld 
W

ar. The peculiarity of the Italian case is represented by the 
fact that during the sixty years of the Republic, Italy 
underw

ent a series of structural processes w
hich all 

happened at the sam
e tim

e w
hile in other European 

countries took place in different stages: econom
ic 

developm
ent, social and cultural m

odernization and the full-
fledged affirm

ation of m
ass dem

ocracy all cam
e to an end 

just in the years that State centrality and the role of 
dom

estic political elites w
ere seriously challenged in Europe. 

The w
ay the Italian political, econom

ic and social system
 

confronted and handled this series of processes as w
ell as 

the consequences w
hich the various approaches undertaken 

had on the political system
, both on the institutional and 

governm
ental level and on the relations w

ith the social 
system

 and w
ithout underm

ining the com
parative 

im
plications of this experience w

ith other sim
ilar 

experiences in Europe, are all elem
ents at the heart of 

discussion of this Chair.
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22 June   2009
h. 11 – aula da definire

Italy and the Varieties of Capitalism 
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25 March 2009
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