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The Chair w
ould like to  offer a w

id er reading o f the proble m
s of 

Italian m
ode rnization o n a m

ulti-di sciplinary an d com
para tive 

level that hi ghlights the  different p olitical, eco nom
ic and social 

dim
ensions w

hich there by resulted in  Italy’s m
ost prosper ous era 

of m
oderniz ation after the Second W

orld W
ar. The peculia rity of 

the Italian c ase is repre sented by t he fact that  during the sixty 
years of the  Republic, I taly underw

ent a series  of structur al 
processes w

hich all hap pened at th e sam
e tim

e  w
hich in o ther 

European co untries took  place in d ifferent stag es: econom
ic 

developm
en t, social an d cultural m

odernizatio n and the fu ll-
fledged affi rm

ation of m
ass dem

oc racy all cam
e to an end  just in 

the years th at State cen trality and the role of dom
estic po litical 

elites w
ere seriously ch allenged in Europe. The  w

ay the It alian 
political, ec onom

ic and  social syste m
 confront ed and hand led this 

series of pro cesses as w
ell as the c onsequence s w

hich the various 
approaches undertaken  had on the political sys tem

, both o n the 
institutional  and govern m

ental leve l and on th e relations w
ith the 

social system
 and w

itho ut underm
in ing the com

parative 
im

plications  of this exp erience w
ith  other sim

i lar experien ces in 
Europe, are  all elem

ent s at the hea rt of discus sion of this Chair.
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-Departm
en t 

of 
G

eog raphy, 
U

n iversity 
o f 

Californi a, 
Los 

Angeles 
H

e is best know
n for  his re-inv ention of g eopolitics  from

 a 
critical 

p erspective.  
Challen ging 

class ical 
noti ons 

of 
geopolitics , 

he 
has  

w
ritten 

w
idely 

o n 
the 

vi ew
s 

of 
internation al actors o n place, b orders and  territory and the 
relationshi p of those concepts to  political pow

er. 
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